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Musicians and fans love Airlie Beach
“I don’t think you have to twist anyone’s arm to come to Airlie Beach, especially when they
say ‘we’re going to pay you for it’, but I’d probably come here for free.”
This was what Kasey Chambers had to say about the 2018 Airlie Beach Festival of Music and
she wasn’t alone.
Ash Grunwald described the weekend’s sixth annual event as “super fun” and Killing Heidi’s
Ella Hooper said while it had been a long time between Whitsunday gigs the crowd hadn’t
lost any of their spark.
“The second we got on stage I felt the crowd’s energy and I thought ‘thank you Airlie
Beach’,” she said.
“We genuinely had an awesome time and we will come back any time you want us.”
Melbourne Ska Orchestra front man Nicky Bomba, who coincidentally played drums on
Killing Heidi’s hit song ‘Weir’, said aside from catching up with his musical family in a tropical
paradise the highlights of this year’s festival were down to its organiser Gavin Butlin.
“Big up to him because he makes the whole thing happen,” he said.
“It’s a bit of an honour to play here.”
Mr Butlin said 2018 had been the best festival yet.
“The audiences have been great and so have the bands,” he said.
“The Melbourne Ska Orchestra just lifted the roof off the tent and Killing Heidi – I’ve never
seem them live before and Ella Hooper was amazing.”
New for 2018 was the inaugural main stage under 18’s event ‘Kasey and the Kids’, which Mr
Butlin declared a resounding success.
“To see a hundred-odd kids in the tent singing and dancing was really touching,” he said.
Another special feature was the Passport to Airlie competition and the festival finale to what
is now Australia’s largest battle of the bands.
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Brisbane act Kayso Grande were crowned the winners for 2018, while last year’s Gold Coast
winners, the Wayward Suns finally got to play their coveted main stage set.
“They told me that other than their kids being born playing a set before Marcia Hines in the
main tent was the best day of their lives,” Mr Butlin said.
The event, which attracted over 5000 people over three days was run by a hard-working
team including a small army of volunteers.
“From the top to the bottom they all love the festival; I’ve never seen anything like it – it
blows my mind how dedicated everyone is,” Mr Butlin said.
“We’re only a young festival, we’re still learning but our team’s got that much enthusiasm
we can do anything.”
The Airlie Beach Festival of Music will return in 2019 from November 8-10.
Mr Butlin said he was already looking at some big overseas acts as well as a few Aussie
favourites for the line-up.
“No matter where you’re from in Australia, put it on your bucket list and get to Airlie Beach
at least once,” he said.
“It’s a beautiful spot with beautiful people and it’ll be even bigger and better next year.”
Tourism Whitsundays CEO Tash Wheeler echoed those sentiments saying it had been
wonderful to see town buzzing with excitement over the weekend.
“There’s nothing quite like being in Airlie Beach the weekend of the festival, driving through
town, watching the fun and feeling the atmosphere,” she said.
“Kasey & the kids was such a great addition to this year’s event; it’s lovely to be able to
immerse the children in music.
“Well done to Butto and the whole team on putting on another great event. Congratulations
to all.”
Tickets for 2019 are already available at a special early bird rate of $230 for a three-day pass
and can be booked by calling 0408 062 816.
To stay up to date with artist announcements follow the festival on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram.
Click here to view the image gallery from the festival, please note images must credited as
follows,
cherriehughesphotographer images - Cherrie Hughes Photography
hi res images - Andrew Pattinson/Vamp Photography
-Ends-
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